
 

Call for Proposals 

25th Annual Greater New York Conference on Behavioral Research 

October 27th, 2013 

St. Francis College 

Brooklyn Heights, New York City 

 

Conference Theme:  

 “Scientific Reflections: Psychology as a Mirror of Society and the Self” 
 

The science of psychology incorporates a broad range of theoretical perspectives and spans 

a variety of disciplines. Researchers are often challenged to address societal issues and 

concerns; needs which are constantly evolving. As such, research findings not only inform 

the decisions people make; they are also molded by these very same people. This conference 

will incorporate research from all areas of psychology to get a glimpse at the similarities and 

differences by which members of the field are addressing today’s important questions.  

 

Faculty, graduate students, and undergraduate students are invited to submit papers for possible 

presentation. Presentation proposals (300 word abstracts) are due by 5pm Friday, September 20th, 2013 to 

NYBehavioralConference2013@gmail.com.  Review of presentations will begin following the deadline 

and decisions will be sent via email. 

Submissions should be in MSWord or RTF format, and must include the following: Author name(s) and 

affiliation(s), address, email and phone number of key presenter, name of faculty mentor (if any).  We 

anticipate mostly symposia and welcome full workshops or symposia centered on a theme.  If you are 

submitting a single paper, we will group you in symposia appropriately.  

While conference admission is free, reduced-rate applications are available so each student can join one 

professional organization on October 27th. Conference directions are available at 

http://www.sfc.edu/uploaded/documents/pdf/directions.pdf. For additional details contact Conference 

Chair, Dr. Marisa T. Cohen at mcohen@sfc.edu or Program Chair, Dr. Karen Wilson at 

kwilson702@sfc.edu.  
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Awards for the best full paper (not abstract) by a student: 

 

1. Scarpetta Award, for best undergraduate research 

2. Toth Award, for best graduate student research 

3. Guzewicz Award, for best cross-cultural/international research 

4. Parker Award, for best neuropsychology research 

5. Witmer Award, for best forensic research 

6. Lander Award, for best research on Judaism 

 

**To be considered for an award, you should submit your full paper, in addition to the 

abstract.  

  

 

Selected Program Highlights 

 
Keynote Speaker: 

We are so excited to have Dr. Harry G. Segal, Senior Lecturer at Cornell University and Senior 

Lecturer in the Department of Psychiatry at Cornell Weill Medical School as Keynote Speaker. He 

will give a talk entitled, “Using Research Methods to Reconcile an Old Feud: How Self-Report 

Measures and Projective Tests Offer Mutual Validity in a Large Undergraduate Sample.” 

Description of Talk: 

Clinical psychologists have for many years found themselves squaring off from two camps. Those 

from the empirical and behaviorist tradition prefer self-report measures with demonstrated 

individual item and summary score validity and reliability, while psychodynamic clinicians choose 

projective tests which reveal the idiosyncratic mental associations of people directly, without their 

having to choose from pre-scripted questions. Neither side considers the other side legitimate, but 

this research shows that projective and empirical data are measuring different but overlapping 

constructs. 

This project includes self-report and projective instruments from a sample of 2,229 students. As it 

turns out, an item from the Narrative Completion Test ultimately provides a strong correlation with 

self-report depression at this rate of p= .00001 

 

 



Invited Speakers: 
We will also have invited speakers from a variety of disciplines presenting their work in the field of 
psychology. 
 

 Brien Ashdown, Ph.D.- Group Identity: Why it Matters So Much 

 Emily Horowitz, Ph.D.- Bad People With Bad Intentions: Stories About the Psychological Causes of 

Child Abuse in the Mass Media 

 Richard Velayo, Ph.D. -Exemplars for Internationalizing the Psychology Curriculum 

 


